
Description
This course is a comprehensive introduction to the concepts and theories
related to the functional traits of organisms, with a particular emphasis on
plants. Students use a trait-based approach to examine the response of
organisms to environmental gradients, to explore community assembly and to
understand how plant functions can be scaled to the ecosystem level.
Lectures include how to measure traits, application of the approach to
understand biotic responses to land use change and to global change. A brief
introduction to existing trait databases, their correct utilization and to the
growing discipline of eco-informatics is presented. This seventh version of the
course will take place in the Andean tropics and will include hands-on
experience of measurement of functional traits and a field trip to an upper
mountain tropical rain forest and a paramo ecosystem. The course is offered
in English and is open to graduate students, postdocs, researchers and
professors. Candidates should complete the application form and send it with
a copy of their CV to Juan Posada.

Inscription: US $300*
Application deadline: March 1, 2018
Application results: March 15, 2018

Contact and information: juan.posada@urosario.edu.co and
http://www.cef-cfr.ca/index.php?n=Membres.AlisonMunsonPlantTraits

*covers lodging in shared rooms (3-4 people), breakfast and transportation to the field

Confirmed Professors

• Eric Garnier 
(CNRS, CEFE, France)

• Bill Shipley
(University of Sherbrooke, Canada)

• Alison Munson 
(Laval University, Canada)

• Francesco De Bello
(Institute of Botany, 
Czech Academy of Science)

• Juan Posada 
(University of el Rosario, Colombia)
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